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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-6, 8-16 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Alattar et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,448,297). 

With regard to claim 1, Alattar describes processing the media signal to increase 
a number of null blocks in the media signal (refer for example to column 10, lines 61- 
68), wherein a difference between corresponding null blocks of preceding frames is zero 
(refer for example to column 28, line 45 through column 29, line 5); and replacing each 
of the null blocks in the media signal with a single bit having a first value (refer for 
example to column 10, lines 61-68). 

As to claim 2, Alattar describes appending a bit having a second value other than 
the first value to a block in the media signal that is not one of the null blocks (refer for 
example to column 10, lines 40-57). 

In regard to claims 3 and 13, Alattar describes wherein the null block is a 16x16 
pixel block (refer for example to column 25, lines 1-3, in this portion Alattar discusses a 
quadrant, i.e. 4x4 block, and a cell which is made of four quadrants, hence constituting 
a 16x16 pixel block). 
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With regard to claim 4, Alattar describes wherein the processing the media signal 
includes performing an image stabilization analysis on the media signal (refer for 
example to column 12, lines 36-44). 

As to claim 5, Alattar describes wherein performing the image stabilization 
analysis includes identifying a block in the media signal that differ from a corresponding 
block on the preceding frame by an offset (refer for example to column 8, line 58 
through column 9, line 3and column 9, lines 18-29); and replacing the identified block 
with a null block and an indication of the offset (refer for example to column 10, lines 56- 
58). 

In regard to claim 6, Alattar describes applying a hysteresis filter to the media to 
identify a noisy block, wherein a result of the hysteresis filter for the noisy block falls 
below a hysteresis threshold (refer for example to column 12, line 45 through column 
13, line 4, the spatial filter in Alattar behaves as a hysteresis filter); replacing the noisy 
block with a null block and an indication of noise (refer for example to column 13, lines 
4-56). 

As to claim 8, Alattar describes a computer-readable medium bearing 
instructions for compressing a media signal, the instructions being arranged to cause 
one or more processors upon execution thereof to perform the steps of the method 
according to claim 1 (see figures 6 and 7A-G which operate the elements in figure 1 ). 

In regard to claim 9, Alattar describes processing the media signal to increase a 
number of null blocks in the media signal (refer for example to column 10, lines 61-68), 
wherein a difference between corresponding null blocks of preceding frames is zero 
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(refer for example to column 28, line 45 through column 29, line 5); and replacing each 
of the null blocks in the media signal with a first value, the first value being represented 
by one or more bits (refer for example to column 10, lines 61-68); and appending a 
second value other than the first value to a block in the media signal that is not one of 
the null blocks, the first value being represented by one or more bits (refer for example 
to column 10, lines 40-57). 

With regard to claim 10, Alattar describes a computer-readable medium bearing 
instructions for compressing a media signal, the instructions being arranged to cause 
one or more processors upon execution thereof to perform the steps of the method 
according to claim 9 (see figures 6 and 7A-G which operate the elements in figure 1). 

With regard to claim 1 1 , Alattar describes replacing a specified bit in the media 
signal with a null block if the specified bit has a first value (refer for example to column 
10, lines 58-68), wherein the null blocks represents a zero difference between 
corresponding null blocks of the preceding frames (refer for example to column 28, line 
45 through column 29, line 5); and converting the null block into a non-null block (refer 
for example to column 10, lines 1 1-57). 

As to claim 12, Alattar describes discarding the specified bit in the media signal if 
the specified bit has a second value other than the first value (refer for example to 
column 10, lines 11-57). 

With regard to claim 14, Alattar describes wherein the converting the null block 
includes performing an inverse image stabilization analysis on the media signal (refer 
for example to column 8, line 68 through column 9, line 29). 
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As to claim 15, Alattar describes wherein performing the inverse image 
stabilization analysis includes determining an offset for the null block (refer for example 
to column 8, line 68 through column 9, line 3); and shifting the null block by the offset 
(refer for example to column 9, lines 18-29). 

In regard to claim 16, Alattar describes wherein the converting the null block 
includes determining whether an indication of noise is associated with the null block 
(refer for example to column 17, lines 5-19); and adding noise to the null block (refer for 
example to column 17, lines 20-50). 

As to claim 18, Alattar describes a computer-readable medium bearing 
instructions for decompressing a media signal, the instructions being arranged to cause 
one or more processors upon execution thereof to perform the steps of the method 
according to claim 1 1 (see figures 6 and 7A-G which operate the elements in figure 1). 

In regard to claim 19, Alattar describes replacing a specified bit in the media 
signal with a null block (refer for example to column 10, lines 58-68), wherein the null 
blocks represents a zero difference between corresponding null blocks of the preceding 
frames and the first value is represented by one or more bits (refer for example to 
column 28, line 45 through column 29, line 5); discarding a second value, other than the 
first value, in the media signal, said second value being represented by one or more bits 
(refer for example to column 10, lines 1 1-57); and converting the null block into a non- 
null block (refer for example to column 10, lines 1 1-57). 

With regard to claim 20, Alattar describes a computer-readable medium bearing 
instructions for decompressing a media signal, the instructions being arranged to cause 
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one or more processors upon execution thereof to perform the steps of the method 
according to claim 18 (see figures 6 and 7A-G which operate the elements in figure 1 ). 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

4. Claims 7 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Alattar et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,448,297) in view of Khello (U.S. Patent No. 5,724,423). 

Alattar discloses a method and system for encoding images using skip blocks 
similar to applicants claimed invention which provides for numerous claimed limitations 
as show above. 

Alattar does not disclose expressly encrypting the media signal based on a 
network identifier of a media source computer system. 

Laney discloses a method and system for compressing video data which 
describes using null blocks and specifically provides for encrypting the media signal 
based on a network identifier of a media source computer system (refer for example to 
column 1 1 , lines 25-29). 

Alattar & Laney are combinable because they are from the area of image 
analysis and particularly because the are primarily concerned with compressing images 
in the intraframe and interframe modes. 



Application/Control Number: 10/025,675 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 2621 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to encrypting the media signal based on a network identifier of a media 
source computer system as taught by Laney in the Alattar system. 

The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been the need to encrypt 
data in multimedia personal computer area as suggested by Laney in column 1 , lines 
13-17 and column 2, lines 3-5. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Laney with Alattar to obtain 
the invention as specified in claims 7 and 17. 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Alattar et al., Wickstrom et al. ('518) and ('513), and Ghoshal all disclose systems 
similar to applicant's claimed invention. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jose L. Couso whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4774. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 6:30 to 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leo Boudreau, can be reached on (703) 305-4706. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8576. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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June 1 , 2004 




